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Food relief program tops $1.3B 


Don’t forget to turn back 
your clocks one hour 
today as daylight saving 
time has ended. 


Weather 


8 A.M.: 64° 

2 P.M.: 81° 

5 P.M.: 82° 

CHANCE OF RAIN: 20% 


WEATHER REPORT, C12 


By KATE SANTICH 
Staff Writer 


As Florida enters its final week of 
a massive and sometimes troubled 
Hurricane Irma food relief pro- 
gram, the price tag has climbed to 
more than $13 billion — one of the 
largest food disaster programs in 
U.S. history. 

In just four Central Florida coun- 
ties — Orange, Seminole, Lake and 
Osceola — nearly 460,000 people 


Almost 460K get disaster food stamps 
in Orange, Seminole, Lake, Osceola 


have received disaster food stamps, 
known as D-SNAP, totaling nearly 
$153 million, paid for by federal tax- 
payers. That doesn’t include the 
285,000 people who normally re- 
ceive benefits under SNAP, the fed- 
eral Supplemental Food Assistance 
Program, who got nearly $49 mil- 
lion in additional benefits to replace 


food that spoiled during prolonged 
power outages. 

To some, the program has been 
an unparalleled success. To others, 
it is a mess that could put pressure 
on an already vulnerable food 
stamp budget. 

“I have to say, after 24 years of 
doing this work, going through all 
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kinds of disasters, I believe the state 
overall did one of the finest jobs that 
T’ve seen,” said Dave Krepcho, pres- 
ident and CEO of Second Harvest 
Food Bank of Central Florida. “We 
know there was incredible need af- 
ter the disaster hit. When you see 
people standing in line for six, seven 
hours — that, to me, says they’re 
desperate.” 

By Wednesday, more than 4.7 
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SOCCER FOR A GOOD CAUSE 
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Kaka finale raises money for Maria victims 


A soccer match between Orlando City and the Puerto Rico national team Saturday was a benefit for 
hurricane relief on the island. Kaka was honored before the match, his last one for the Lions. Story, C1 


Firms race to meet 
delivery demands 


By KYLE ARNOLD | Staff Writer 


Central Florida’s small businesses are racing 
to keep up with new demands for custom 
products delivered at dizzying speeds. 

With expectations that nearly all consumer 
goods be delivered in as little as two days, 
makers of T-shirts, baseball cleats and more are 
overhauling business models and factories to 
make goods faster and get them out the door, 
sometimes the same day. 

“The internet has changed everything, and 
now people think they can get anything in two 
days or less, even if it has to be custom-made,” 
said Sean Murphy, CEO of Maitland-based 
sporting goods maker 3N2. 

It’s true even with goods manufactured in 
China, or with items that include a custom 
finish, such as a set of college logo cornhole 
boards made at Orlando-based Victory Tail- 
gate. 
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Theme parks faced 
slow growth in 2016 


By GABRIELLE RUSSON | Staff Writer 


Attendance at top U.S. theme parks in 2016 
grew less than 1 percent, the slowest rate seen in 
five years, but tourism analysts say bigger 
growth lies ahead. 

Hurricane Matthew and a strong U.S. dollar 
that stopped foreign tourists from traveling 
were some of the reasons attendance was rela- 
tively flat in 2016, International Association of 
Amusement Parks and Attractions said this 
month. 

“The weak economy in Brazil and the per- 
ception that visitors from Latin America are not 
welcome may have also played a role,” the 
association said. 

Theme parks in the U.S. had more than 117 
million visitors last year. They drew about 116 
million in 2015 — when attendance jumped 6.5 
percent from 2014, a high in recent years, ac- 
cording to a report from the association’s con- 
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Orange will 
open new 
school for 
gifted kids 


Magnet program will 
be for grades 2 to 5 


By LESLIE POSTAL 
Staff Writer 


A new school for gifted ele- 
mentary students in Orange 
County is scheduled to open in 
August, offering lessons geared 
to the needs of exceptionally 
bright youngsters. 

The new magnet school — a 
first of its kind in Central Florida 
— will be on the campus of what 
has been Fern Creek Elementary 
School in Orlando’s Colonial- 
town neighborhood. 

The school, for gifted students 
in grades 2 to 5, will be run as a 
magnet program, so it will be 
open to children from across the 
county and will operate without 
an attendance zone. A lottery will 
be used if there are more appli- 
cants than the 434 available seats. 

“Pm really excited,’ said Bill 
Sublette, chairman of the Orange 
County School Board, who has 
pushed for gifted schools since 
he joined the board in 2010. “We 
believe there is probably going to 
be a waiting list for the school, 
and we think it’s something that’s 
long been desired and wanted by 
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JACOB LANGSTON/STAFF PHOTO 
The old Fern Creek Elementary 
School will be the home of the 
new gifted elementary school. 
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OrlandoR'V 


i An RVOne Superstore 


¢ Buy Now & Save Big! ; 
e Lowest Prices Everyday i l 
¢ 120% Trade Value! 

e Open 7 Days a Week 
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Jayco Jay Flight SLX 195RB 
rN Your Price $13,995 | | 
==” Your Savings $2,309 


Jayco Jay Flight 29’ W/Fiberglass 


List Price $25,684 


Your Price $17,995 | | 


407-409-7707 Product Videos on YouTube youtube.com/rvonesuperstores 


| Cindy Delaney 
Store Manager 


RVOne.com 
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